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Orion Engineered Carbons  Acquires Evonik and DEG Shares  in Chinese Carbon Black Joint  Venture
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LUXEMBOURG- - (BUSINESS WIRE [1])- - Orion Engineered Carbons S.A. (Orion) (NYSE: OEC) and Evonik Indust ries AG (Evonik) t oday announced agreement s on t ransact ions where Orion will acquire Evonik’s 52% percent st ake as well as Deut sche Invest it ions- und Ent wicklungsgesellschaf t mbH’s (DEG) 15% st ake in Qingdao Evonik Chemical Co., Lt d. (QECC).

QECC is a joint  vent ure est ablished by Evonik, DEG and Jiaozhou Finance Invest ment Cent er (JFIC) in 1994 based in Qingdao (Shandong Province), China. It  has product ion capacit y of approximat ely 75 t housand met ric t ons of Carbon Black per annum. The plant  is equipped wit h t hree product ion lines and it s main manuf act uring f ocus is on high- end Carbon Black product s. Through it s proximit y t o key cust omers, connect ion t o one of China’s largest  port s and modern t ransport at ion inf rast ruct ure, t he Qingdao f acilit y is an excellent  logist ics base f or part icipat ion in f ut ure market growt h.

Orion will init ially st ep int o t he est ablished joint  vent ure in place of Evonik and  DEG, but OEC and JFIC are in advanced t alks regarding t he t ransf er of JFIC shares t o Orion in accordance wit h regulat ions governing Chinese st at e- owned ent erprises.

“We are pleased wit h t he progress made on bringing t his f acilit y back int o our global carbon black manuf act uring net work,” said Jack Clem, CEO of Orion. “We believe t hat t his acquisit ion will great ly improve our abilit y t o serve t he highly import ant Chinese market , as well as t he rest of Asia- Pacif ic, over and above t he current use of our global net work f or export s t o t hat region.”

“I am t hrilled t hat our plant  in Qingdao will become a key pillar of Orion’s base of operat ions in APAC, joining our t wo  plant s in Sout h Korea and our regional headquart ers in Shanghai. This increased presence will enhance our port f olio  of innovat ive product s and solut ions t hat are valued by our cust omers and business part ners.”

The agreement is subject  t o Chinese government review and ot her cust omary closing condit ions and is expect ed t o close in t he f ourt h quart er of 2015. The European Commission approved Orion’s prospect ive acquisit ion of QECC concurrent wit h it s considerat ion of t he sale of Evonik’s Carbon Black business t o Rhône Capit al and Trit on Advisors in 2011. Unt il t he closing, Orion and QECC will cont inue t o operat e independent ly.

Abo ut O rio n Engineered Carbo ns S.A.

Orion Engineered Carbons is a worldwide supplier of Carbon Black. The company of f ers st andard and high- perf ormance product s f or Coat ings, Print ing Inks, Polymers, Rubber and ot her applicat ions. Our high- qualit y Gas Blacks, Furnace Blacks and Specialt y Carbon Blacks t int , colorize and enhance t he perf ormance of plast ics, paint s and coat ings, inks and t oners, adhesives and sealant s, t ires, and manuf act ured rubber goods such as aut omot ive belt s and hoses. Wit h 1,350 employees worldwide, Orion Engineered Carbons runs 14 global product ion sit es and f our Applied Technology Cent ers. For more inf ormat ion visit our websit e www.orioncarbons.com [2].

Abo ut Evo nik Indust ries  AG

Evonik, t he creat ive indust rial group f rom Germany, is one of t he world leaders in specialt y chemicals. In it s business
act ivit ies, which are spread across t hree segment s- Nut rit ion & Care, Resource Ef f iciency, and Perf ormance Mat erials- Evonik’s great est resources are it s innovat ive prowess and int egrat ed t echnology plat f orms. In 2014, over 33,000 employees generat ed sales of around €12.9 billion and an operat ing prof it  (adjust ed EBITDA) of about €1.9 Billion.

Fo rward-lo o king St at ement s:

This document cont ains cert ain f orward- looking st at ement s. Forward- looking st at ement s are st at ement s of f ut ure expect at ions t hat are based on management ’s current expect at ions and assumpt ions and involve known and unknown risks and uncert aint ies t hat could cause act ual result s, perf ormance or event s t o dif f er mat erially f rom t hose expressed or implied in t hese st at ement s. Forward- looking st at ement s include, among ot hers, st at ement s concerning t he pot ent ial exposure  t o market risks, st at ement s expressing management ’s expect at ions, belief s, est imat es, f orecast s, project ions and assumpt ions and st at ement s t hat are not limit ed t o st at ement s of hist orical or present f act s or condit ions. Some of t hese st at ement s can be ident if ied by t erms and phrases such as “ant icipat e,” “believe,” “int end,” “est imat e,” “expect ,” “cont inue,” “could,” “should,” “may,” “plan,” “project ,” “predict ” and similar expressions. Fact ors t hat could cause our act ual result s t o dif f er mat erially f rom t hose expressed or implied in such f orward- looking st at ement s include t hose f act ors det ailed under t he capt ions “Not e Regarding Forward- Looking St at ement s” and “Risk Fact ors” in our Annual Report on Form
20- F f or t he year ended December 31, 2014 and in Not e 11 t o our unaudit ed int erim condensed consolidat ed f inancial st at ement s as at June 30, 2015 regarding cont ingent  liabilit ies, including lit igat ion. You should not place undue reliance on f orward- looking st at ement s. Each f orward- looking st at ement  speaks  only as of t he dat e of t he part icular st at ement . New risk f act ors and uncert aint ies emerge f rom t ime t o t ime and it  is not possible f or our management t o predict  all risk f act ors and uncert aint ies, nor can we assess t he impact  of all f act ors on our business or t he ext ent t o which any f act or, or combinat ion of f act ors, may cause act ual result s t o dif f er mat erially f rom t hose cont ained in any f orward- looking st at ement s. We undert ake no obligat ion t o publicly updat e or revise any f orward- looking st at ement as a result  of new inf ormat ion, f ut ure event s or ot her inf ormat ion, ot her t han as required by applicable law.
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