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Aid for earthquake victims in Nepal

· Evonik donates €200,000 for rebuilding efforts
· Call for donations meets with strong employee response
· Habitat for Humanity to distribute funds

A severe earthquake shook Nepal in early May, devastating major parts of the largely poverty-stricken country. The natural disaster laid some 490,000 buildings, including valuable cultural heritage sites, to waste and damaged another 260,000 houses. The fate of the Nepalese population affected many people, which was reflected in the strong willingness to donate. Evonik and its employees were among those collecting donations to aid rebuilding efforts in the Asian country. 

The Group initially announced a contribution in the amount of €50,000 and also offered to match any personal employee donations. At the end of the campaign, employee donations came to exactly €73,772.47. The Executive Board has now matched that amount for a total of €150,000, resulting in an overall donation of €200,000. 

Klaus Engel, the Chairman of the Evonik Executive Board, was extremely pleased by the charitable outpouring:  "It is my sincere wish for Evonik to be in a position where we can quickly help people in need without red tape. I am grateful to the employees for their impressive commitment."

Evonik had used its global intranet to communicate options for donations to employees. The money will be transferred to the aid organization Habitat for Humanity in early July to benefit one of the following five districts: Sindhupalchok, Kabhrepalanchok (Kabhre), Dhading, Gorkha, and Lalitpur. The organization is currently reviewing which community will ultimately receive the funds.
Evonik contacted Habitat for Humanity to support projects in Nepal and to assist people with temporary housing and repairs as quickly as possible. The organization, which has been active in the country for almost 20 years, has mobilized all available forces for disaster aid and rebuilding. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Its so-called "shelter kits," modular sets for repairing damaged homes, provide the necessary first survival tools. A shelter kit includes tools, tarps, and hygiene products and costs about €230. The organization also plans to build earthquake-proof homes for thousands of Nepalese families—with each home costing at least €600. 
Evonik has already been cooperating with Habitat for Humanity in other areas, including for its Talent Days, a project involving homebuilding for the poor in Vietnam by Group talents.


Company information 
Evonik, the creative industrial group from Germany, is one of the world leaders 
in specialty chemicals. Profitable growth and a sustained increase in the value of the company form the heart of Evonik’s corporate strategy. Its activities focus on the key megatrends health, nutrition, resource efficiency and globalization. Evonik benefits specifically from its innovative prowess and integrated technology platforms.

Evonik is active in over 100 countries around the world. In fiscal 2014 more than 33,000 employees generated sales of around €12.9 billion and an operating profit (adjusted EBITDA) of about €1.9 billion.


Disclaimer
In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where our statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements may involve known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or developments may vary, depending on changes in the operating environment. Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its group companies assume an obligation to update the forecasts, expectations or statements contained in this release.
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