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Evonik opens new membrane production facility in 
Schörfling (Austria) 
 
• Investment strengthens growth in attractive gas 

separation market 
• Position as technology leader for membrane-based gas 

separation consolidated 
• Portfolio of innovative SEPURAN® membrane products 

expanded 
 

Essen/Schörfling. Evonik Industries has opened another 
membrane production facility at its Austrian plant in Schörfling. 
The new hollow fiber spinning plant predominantly produces 
membrane modules for efficient nitrogen generation and for 
process gases. Nitrogen accounts for roughly 40 percent of the 
estimated global gas separation market, making it the second-
largest market after natural gas.  
 
Dr. Harald Schwager, deputy chairman of Evonik’s Executive 
Board, says: “The membrane business is an excellent example of 
how important innovations are for corporate success. Here, we 
are generating growth for Evonik with new products, and 
harnessing new markets in close cooperation with our 
customers.” 
 
In Schörfling, Evonik currently produces gas separation modules 
predominantly for the biogas market and helium recovery. The 
new hollow fiber spinning plant doubles the existing production 
capacities for SEPURAN® membranes. 
 
Dr. Claus Rettig, chairman of the Board of Management of Evonik 
Resource Efficiency GmbH, says: “The Schörfling investment 
expands our possibilities for placing the membrane portfolio on a 
broader footing. Our aim is to offer our customers and partners 
custom-tailored membranes in the entire gas separation market.” 
 
In total, Evonik has invested an amount in the mid double-digit 
million euro range in the expansion of the Austrian plant. Besides 
the new hollow fiber spinning plant, additional facilities have 
been created for technology development, application 

November 15, 2017 
 
 
Economic Press Contact  
Edda Schulze 
Corporate press  
Phone +49 201 177-2225 
Fax +49 201 177-3030 
edda.schulze@evonik.com  
 
Specialized Press Contact 
Janusz Berger 
High Performance Polymers 
Phone +49 2365 49-9227 
Fax +49 2365 49-809878 
janusz.berger@evonik.com 
 
 
 

Evonik Industries AG 
Rellinghauser Straße 1-11 
45128 Essen 
Germany 
Phone +49 201 177-01 
Fax +49 201 177-3475 
www.evonik.com 
 
Supervisory Board 
Dr. Werner Müller, Chairman 
Executive Board 
Christian Kullmann, Chairman 
Dr. Harald Schwager, Deputy Chairman 
Thomas Wessel 
Ute Wolf 
 
Registered Office is Essen 
Register Court Essen Local Court 
Commercial Registry B 19474 



 

 
Page 2 of 3 

technology, membrane testing and quality assurance. Over 30 
new jobs have been created in production and administration.  
 
The company’s plant in Lenzing near the Schörfling site 
manufactures the source material polyimide, a high-performance 
polymer, which is spun and then further processed in Schörfling. 
The infrastructure in Lenzing is being correspondingly upgraded 
as part of site expansion.  
 
SEPURAN® membranes are used for the highly efficient separation 
of gases such as methane, nitrogen, or hydrogen from gas 
mixtures. The innovative hollow fiber membranes made from 
high-performance plastic are at the heart of the separation 
process. They are resistant to high temperature and pressure, 
and can be adjusted to customer requirements. The advantages 
in using Evonik’s membrane technology for gas separation are 
down to the more precise separation of the gases and the greater 
productivity this offers.  
 
The SEPURAN® product family of Evonik’s Resource Efficiency 
Segment includes membranes for biogas processing, on-site 
nitrogen generation as well as for helium and hydrogen recovery. 
Within this Segment, the High Performance Polymers Business 
Line has been developing and producing high-performance 
plastics for more than 50 years that allow for resource-efficient 
innovations in a wide range of industries.  
 
In 2011, SEPURAN® Green membranes were successfully launched 
on the market for biogas treatment, and have been installed in 
over 100 biogas treatment plants all over the world.  
 
Since then, the membrane technology has been continuously 
developed. Meanwhile, the SEPURAN® Noble membrane for 
helium and hydrogen recovery has been added to the product 
range. Evonik expects the helium and hydrogen market to grow 
in the low double-digit percentage range in the next few years. In 
2016, the specialty chemicals company and the technology group 
The Linde Group stepped up their collaboration in the gas 
separation market using membranes. The partnership has already 
resulted in a reference plant for helium recovery in Mankota 
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(Canada) – the first of its kind in the world to combine both 
separation processes, membrane and pressure swing adsorption 
technology. The new plant processes more than 250,000 
standard cubic meters of crude gas per day, and produces 
industrial-grade helium (99.999%). 
  
The new hollow fibre membrane for efficient nitrogen generation 
– SEPURAN® N2 – was added to the membrane portfolio in early 
2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
Company information  
Evonik is one of the world leaders in specialty chemicals. The focus on more 
specialty businesses, customer-orientated innovative prowess and a trustful and 
performance-oriented corporate culture form the heart of Evonik’s corporate 
strategy. They are the lever for profitable growth and a sustained increase in the 
value of the company. Evonik benefits specifically from its customer proximity 
and leading market positions. Evonik is active in over 100 countries around the 
world with more than 36,000 employees. In fiscal 2016, the enterprise generated 
sales of around €12.7 billion and an operating profit (adjusted EBITDA) of about 
€2.165 billion. 
 
About Resource Efficiency 
The Resource Efficiency segment is led by Evonik Resource Efficiency GmbH and 
supplies high performance materials for environmentally friendly as well as 
energy-efficient systems to the automotive, paints & coatings, adhesives, 
construction, and many other industries. This segment employed about 9,000 
employees, and generated sales of around €4.5 billion in 2016. 
 
Disclaimer 
In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where 
our statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements 
may involve known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or 
developments may vary, depending on changes in the operating environment. 
Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its group companies assume an obligation to 
update the forecasts, expectations or statements contained in this release. 
 
 


