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Evonik opens new competence center for
silanes at its Rheinfelden site 

· Inauguration of a laboratory building after 2-year construction period
· Multi-million investment in research and development
· High demand for innovative specialty silanes

Rheinfelden. Today, Evonik held the inauguration ceremony for a new silanes competence center at its Rheinfelden site - continuing its expansion in research and development in the area of silane technology. The specialty chemicals company invested a low two-digit million euro amount in the construction project. The 100 employees now have new workplaces in the 3,500 m² building. It took two years to construct the four-floor competence center, which contains state-of-the-art laboratories.

In his inauguration speech, Klaus Engel, chairman of the Executive Board of Evonik Industries, emphasized the importance of research and development. “Innovation is a significant driver of Evonik’s growth and an important pillar of our corporate strategy. However, the ability to create new products is not only extremely important for our Group. For Germany, as one of the leading industrial nations, innovations are vital to secure jobs and also for the prosperity of our country.”

As well as R&D, the new competence center will also be home to the Applied Technology, Analytics, and Quality Management departments. “We have created optimum working conditions with short distances between the workplaces, which favors collaboration and encourages employees to share ideas and experiences. This will enable us to create customized solutions for our customers even faster and more efficiently,” says Johannes Ohmer, member of the Board of Management Evonik Resource Efficiency GmbH. 

Demand for innovative specialty silanes is high in all markets. For example, the silanes protect buildings, bridges, and monuments against corrosion, make smartphones more efficient and enable fuel-saving tires and durable paints.

The new research center fits perfectly into Evonik’s integrated silane production system. Silane research has been carried out at this site for more than 80 years – the first patent for a silane was granted here in 1934. Evonik is continuing this tradition with its investment in the new laboratory building. 

Evonik produces silanes worldwide at sites in Germany, Belgium, China, and the USA. The Group also operates laboratories to provide applied technology support and regional specialized research in Germany, China, India, Japan, and the USA. The portfolio includes a wide range of chlorosilanes as well as organofunctional and sulfurfunctional silanes.














Company information 
Evonik, the creative industrial group from Germany, is one of the world leaders in specialty chemicals. Profitable growth and a sustained increase in the value of the company form the heart of Evonik’s corporate strategy. Its activities focus on the key megatrends health, nutrition, resource efficiency and globalization. Evonik benefits specifically from its innovative prowess and integrated technology platforms.

Evonik is active in over 100 countries around the world. In fiscal 2015 more than 33,500 employees generated sales of around €13.5 billion and an operating profit (adjusted EBITDA) of about €2.47 billion.

Disclaimer
[bookmark: _GoBack]In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where our statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements may involve known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or developments may vary, depending on changes in the operating environment. Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its group companies assume an obligation to update the forecasts, expectations or statements contained in this release.
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